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I start this article with a big hug and a 

"Thank You" to all of you who have either 

called, visited, sent emails, mailed cards or 

offered up prayers during my surgery and 

ongoing recovery.  Most of you are aware I 

underwent triple bypass surgery on the 5th 

of April.  All went well, except I cannot 

ride for approximately 4 months and I am 

still going through a recovery process. 

Anyone who has had this surgery knows what I mean!  Truly from the 

bottom of our hearts we thank all of you! 

 

We have been able to attend a couple of events this past month and 

wherever we went everyone was following Rule #1...Have FUN!  Our 

winter GWRRA family have returned North and we wish them a great 

summer.  The District Rallies/Conventions are underway and we plan to 

travel to them and to see you around the Region over the next several 

months.  Wing Ding will be here before we know it, too.  Hope to "meet 

you in the middle"! 
  

Last month we failed to note that FL1-H, Daytona Beach, was named 

2009 Florida Chapter of the Year.  Our apologies to the great folks from 

Daytona Beach for the omission and, at the same time,                    

CONGRATULATIONS on two in a row!     
  

FL1-A is also deserving of kudos for being named the 1st Quarter      

Winner of the June Agree Memorial Newsletter Contest sponsored by  

Membership Enhancement Program for their outstanding newsletters 

which reflect on the membersô commitment to the chapter and to 

GWRRA.  Congratulations!   
  

Looking ahead to our 2011 rally, be sure to read the details about the 

rally flyer and shirt contest in Millie's article at the end of the                 

newsletter.  We look forward to seeing your creativity at work. 
 

Moving to the National/International front, we would to copy a few 

words from the newly appointed Director of GWRRA, Mike Stiger: 
 

..."Change can leave one with a sense of uncertainty. Who is this guy? 

What is he all about? Etcé 
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I believe in Teamwork and being a team player. Iôve 

taken on this responsibility to lead our Association 

into the future, but I will follow the good ideas and 

talents of others. I do not have all of the answers and 

never will. My success in my business life and to 

this point in GW, has been through being a part of a 

talented team, using the talents of individuals to 

benefit the whole and knowing where to get the an-

swers for those things weôre uncertain of.  I will not 

make change for the sake of change, but I am look-

ing for positive change that will benefit the Members 

of this great Association. My plan is to use the OCP 

as the foundation from which we will build our fu-

ture success. With this in mind, I do not like the term 

Divisions, we have ñprogramsò.  

  

The OCP teaches the value of having an effective 

ñCore Teamò working harmoniously together for the 

benefit of our Members. Divisions do not accom-

plish this. It creates barriers resulting in ñthem and 

usò. It sheds responsibility, ñitôs their problem not 

oursò.  Members of the core team are charged with 

programs to ensure its implementation. However, it 

takes the entire team working together to ensure its 

success.  District and Region Directors, Educators, 

Trainers, and MECs need to ñcrack the booksò re-

garding the Rider Education, Leadership Training, 

and Membership Enhancement programs. Having 

everyone better informed will ensure greater team-

work, understanding, and success." 

  

Chapter Directors and Assistant Chapter Directors, if 

you have not already signed up for the OCP (Officer 

Certification Program), please get with Rick & 

Madalena Buck, District Trainers, as soon as possi-

ble to schedule.    All current officers need to com-

plete the OCP by the end of August.  The OCP is a 

very informative program...ensuring greater team-

work, understanding, and success throughout 

GWRRA at all levels.  It's the Top Gun program for 

our leaders!  Training the best of the best! 
  

Thanks again for being a great family and for keep-

ing Rule #1 alive and well throughout the best Dis-

trict in the nation!  Now...time for FUN!  See you 

soon! 
 

 

Bill and Gina Berry        
Florida District Directors    

 

2010 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS     
  
(Items in red bold have been recently added) 
 

Apr 24................... FL1-W Green Eggs and Ham, Apopka   

Apr 28ïMay 1.......South Carolina District Rally,  

     Charleston  

May 1.....................FL1-L2 Multi -Chapter Poker Run, (FL1-

     A, FL1-D2, FL1-M, FL1-K2) Tampa 

May 8,-9.................Officer Certification Program, Wesley  

     Chapel 

May 15...................FL1-Y Chapter Rally & Poker Run,  

     Gainesville  

May 22-23..............Officer Certification Program, Daytona 

     Beach 

Jun 12-13...............Officer Certification Program,  

     Panhandle  

Jun 17-19...............Georgia District Rally, Hiawassee, GA  

Jun 30-Jul 3...........Wing Ding, Des Moines, IA  

Jul 24-25................Officer Certification Program, Sebring  

Sep 11.....................FL1-Q Zippity Doo Dah Funday,  

     Milton   

Sep 16-18................Region ñAò Rally, Eufaula, AL  

Oct 9.......................FL1-X Chapter Rally, Orange Park  

Oct 14ï16...............Mississippi District Rally, Tupelo, MS  

Oct 23.....................FL2-G Pancake Breakfast, Fort Myers  

Oct 30...................FL1-H2 Howl-O-Ween Harvest  Picnic,              

      Orlando/Christmas 

Nov 6......................FL1-D Green Frog Getaway, Pensacola  

Nov 7......................Tampa Bay Area Ride For Kids,  

      Brandon  

Nov 13....................FL1-L2 Poker Run & Fun Day, Wesley  

      Chapel  

Dec 11....................FL1-S Mingle & Jingle, Zephyrhills  

 
 

2011 FLORIDA GWRRA EVENTS 
 

Jan 15...................FL2-L Mardi Gras Rally, Lakeland   
 

 

Your Chapter event is not sanctioned by GWRRA  with-

out District approval. To confirm a date for your event, 

call Assistant District Directors Bruce Griffing & Mary 

Haight for verbal approval.  

 

Once your date is verbally approved by Bruce and Mary, 

send your activity request form and event flyer to the Dis-

trict Directors with a copy to your Assistant District Di-

rectors.  If there are any changes or revisions, these re-

quests should also be directed to the District Directors 

with a copy to your ADD.   

  

A Chapter may not appear on the annual event schedule 

more than once at any one time. Chapters desiring to host 

more than one event in a year must wait until the first 

event has happened before  requesting a second date. 
 

 



3 

Since Iôve gone into semi-

retirement, I have had more time 

to attend more events this year. I 

must say Iôm impressed at the 

number of folks attending the 

various poker runs and other 

events put on by our chapters. 

Thatôs what itôs all about. FUN 

and friends definitely go together. 
 

 I am also encouraged by the chapter gather-

ing attendance I see when I visit them. Visitations 

seem to be up and they are creating a wonderful, fun

-filled atmosphere at the meetings. Keep up the good 

work and donôt forget to send me those visitation 

forms. We should have a real close competition by 

the end of the year.  
 

 Now that summer is approaching, so is the 

rain. Donôt forget to pack the rain gear and pack 

your patience, as well. Slow down a bit and allow a 

little extra stopping distance. That pavement gets 

slippery, especially when the rain has just started.  
 

 Looks like all for now. Keep riding and keep 

smiling. Hope to see yôall at an event soon. 
 

Cliff Hotchkiss 
Asst District Director, Central Florida 

Serving: FL1-H2 Orlando, FL1-W Apopka, FL1-G 

Deltona 

 

 

 

We want to welcome 

Rosalie Myers of Chapter 

FL1-A2, Tallahassee, as 

the new MAD Coordina-

tor for that Chapter. 

  

On April 1-3, we attended the Alabama District 

Rally in Huntsville.  The weather was beautiful most 

of the weekend. There was an excellent hot dog/

hamburger meal Thursday night.  There were lots of 

vendors, door prizes, a Couple of the Year basket    

raffle, Rider Education raffles, 50/25/25, and grand 

prizes.   

 

 There was a  lighted bike parade Thursday 

night. The bike show got rained out on Saturday.   

We took some time to go with our friends 

who live in Huntsville to the Botanical Gardens 

which we enjoyed.  On Friday, we participated in the 

District Challenge which Georgia won.  Also on  

Friday there was the talent show and entertainment 

by Jim Hubbard as well as an ice cream social.  On   

Friday, Danelle attended the Co-Rider class put on 

by Roy Fosnight, the District Director of Alabama to 

get recertified as a Senior Master Tour Rider.  On 

Saturday, we both attended a seminar on GPS.  

There were around 553 people present at the rally.  

The rally will be in the same place next year, the 

Marriott, which is next door to the Space and Rocket 

Center.  I received the Oldest Rider plaque at closing 

ceremonies.  It was a fun rally and we look forward 

to next year.  
 

On April 10, we attended the Samson, AL 

Fun Day.   There were games, entertainment, lots of           

socializing and chapter challenges.  There was also 

an excellent barbecue lunch and lots of game prizes, 

grand prizes and 50/25/25.  Chapter FL1-L, Panama 

City, won Largest Chapter and I won Oldest Rider.  

Fun was had by all and it was a beautiful day.  They 

were in a larger building this year which gave every-

one more room for dancing. 

 

On April 18, we attended the FL1-E2, Ft. 

Walton Beach American Diabetes Association    

pancake breakfast and poker run.  They also had a 

crawfish boil at lunch and everything was delicious.  

There were games, an auction, vendors and a band 

for listening and dancing.  There were 117 in         

attendance and they raised between $6300 and 

$6500 for the American Diabetes Association.  

Johnny Molloy from Milton won 50/50.  It was a       

beautiful day and everyone enjoyed themselves. 

 

Hope to see you at a rally soon.  Ride safe. 
 

Nate and Danelle Kinion 
ADDs & Motorist Awareness Coordinators 
Serving:    FL1-A2 Tallahassee, FL1-D Pensacola,      

FL1-E2 Ft Walton Beach, FL1-L Panama City, FL1-O 

DeFuniak Springs, FL1-Q Milton 
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It seems like just yesterday that Judy and I 
were packing in preparation to attend the Chap-
ter Conference in Kissimmee on January 
9th and 10th. 
 

This was an important date for us, as we were 
stepping up as the new District Ride Educators 
and assuming the responsibility of keeping our 
Florida District at the top of the list for Rider 
Education,  Now as I sit here shaking my head 
trying to get the rocks in my head moving so 
that I can write and interesting yet educational 
article for all to read and enjoy, I realize that this 
is our fifth monthly article.  Who ever said that 
time flies when youôre having fun sure was 
right! 

 

In the past years as an Educator I guess I've 
talked about everything there is in Rider      
Education.  So here's a little more... 
 

 

I guess the best advice you'll hear regard-
ing riding in the rain is "don't do it". Bad weather 
and wet roads raise motorcycling to a com-
pletely different level of complexity.  Let's not 
pussyfoot around it, rain can mean danger in a 
big way.  Having said that, there is another side 
to this. That is, riding in the rain can be an en-
joyable, rewarding experience. While you may 
not seek out this kind of fun, you can't always 
be sure that a trip that starts out with sunny 
skies will end that way, especially here in    
Florida.  Like it or not let's deal with riding in the 
rain. The key to doing it safely and enjoyably 
are in the management of three highly variable 
factors:  Traction, Visibility, and Comfort. 
 

Letôs talk about traction. One of the most     
overlooked improvements in the world of      
motorcycles over the years is the performance 
and quality of the tires on which we depend.          
Today's touring tires are marvels at accommo-
dating  all   the  various  surface,  high  mileage,  

intense heat and wet road conditions that we 
are continually up against. Despite all this, tires 
still cannot give you the same degree of traction 
and confidence on a wet road as on a dry road. 
How you deal with this difference will determine 
your success during wet conditions. 
  
Rule #1  is to slow down. Your braking distance 
is increased.  A lower speed will offset this by 
slowing you down so you can reduce your lean 
angle in turns.  
 
Rule #2  is to keep it upright. Keep in mind the 
more upright you are, the more weight is       
applied to the traction patch thus increasing 
your traction. Avoid last second turns.  
 
Rule #3  is to learn to read the road.  The worst 
rains of the season are the first ones. The oily 
scum has yet to be washed away. This makes 
the surface particularly treacherous, especially 
at stop signs, traffic lights, and toll booths.   
Subsequent rains tend to wash the sand and 
gravel onto the roadway.  Be ever mindful of 
pools of water that can make your motorcycle 
tend to hydroplane.  Are we noticing a trend 
here?  The best strategy is to assume that 
every turn has dirt, grim, gravel, etc. and to ride 
accordingly. Slower is better in wet weather! 
  
More on this next month. 
 
Till next we meet...Keep The Shiny Side Up and 
The Rubber On The Road! 
 
 

Don and Judy Danbury   
Master Tour Riders 

Florida District Educators      

 




